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The 48" Annual AUA-MOE Seminar for Thai Teachers of English
October 17-21, 2016

Each year, the AUA Language Center holds a seminar for around 150 Thai teachers of English,

including those who work under the Ministry of Education and the Bangkok Metropolitan
Authority, as well as English Teachers from the private sector and international schools. The
Ministry of Education normally selects teachers from every province in the Kingdom to
participate. The overall aims of the seminar are two-fold: first, to provide a forum for the sharing
of current English language teaching principles and practice; and second, to provide opportunities
for the participants to upgrade their knowledge and use of the English language. This year will be
the 48t annual seminar, which will be held at AUA Language Center, Chamchuri Square,

from October 17-21, 2016. A brief description of the seminar program and a rough schedule are
attached. We will be charging a nominal registration fee of 3,800 baht to defray administrative

overhead costs, along with the costs of seminar materials and handouts.

In order to assure full attendance, we are requesting that you authorize the following quotas of

teachers from each department around the country, as follows:

The Office of the Basic Education Commission (OBEC) 150  teachers
The Office of the Higher Education Commission (OHEC) 30 teachers
The Office of the Vocational Education Commission (OVEC) 30 teachers
The Office of the Private Education Commission (OPEC) 30 teachers

AUA annual seminars bring together teachers, teacher educators, and notable experts within the
TESOL field for a program of carefully coordinated plenary presentations, breakout sessions,
demonstration lessons, and workshops - intended to help English teachers develop a practical
framework for teaching English in their provinces or districts.

The theme this year is English Language Olymplics: Motivating & Gulding Students toward Success
in Regional English Skill Competitions. Our objective is to help teachers encourage student
participation in English language competitions, and then to present ideas and techniques for
helping students develop the skills necessary to compete successfully at the regional level.

AUA Language Center -  ilPage




We will be focusing on the motivation, recruitment and training of students to participate
successfully in the following competitive events:

Story-Telling
Skits

Debates
Presentations
Drama

Speech
Other sessions will include:

® Confidence-building

e Motivation

Our target audience will be teachers of English at all levels: primary, secondary'énd tertiary
(university and vocational). We would especially like to request that administrative bodies, such as
the Ministry of Education and the Bangkok Metropolitan Authority invite teachers who will be able
to share methods, techniques, and materials with colleagues in their schools and districts once they
return home. We would especially like to encourage first-time AUA seminar participants to attend,
so that those teachers who have never experienced one of our seminars have the chance to
participate.

Each day will begin with 75-minute small-group, Focus Sessions conducted by AUA trainers. A 90-
minute plenary presentation in our new seminar room, given by regional and international experts,
follows the morning classroom sessions. After lunch, afternoon Demo Lessons will feature original,
language enrichment sessions developed by AUA trainers that will serve as complete, integrated
instructional models to enhance our participants’ English language skills and inspire them to assist
their students in the development of the skills and confidence necessary to compete successfully at
the regional level. The Demo Lessons will cuiminate in mock competitions in the latter portion of
the afternoon, complete with medals and prizes for the ‘winners’.

Other features of the seminar will include: opening addresses from key personnel within the
Ministry of Education, the American University Alumni Association, the US State Department, and
other organizations and educational institutions; daily exhibitis by major book publishers and
suppliers in Thailand; daily coffee breaks that enable the participants to mix and network socially;
an evening reception for all participants; and a closing ceremony, which includes the presentation
of gifts and certificates.
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The 48th AUA & the Ministry of Education Seminar for Teachers of English

October 17-21, 2016 (5 days)
AUA Language Center, 21st Floor, Chamchuri Square, Bangkok

Remarks: Subject to change.
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